a seven to one ratio of Qataris to foreigners. The virtually guaranteed access to public sector jobs for native Qataris also has distorted the market. The RAND analysts offer a detailed examination of Qatar's labor market -more quantitative than our usual fare, but extremely important to the country's future.
Finally, Qatar's maverick foreign policy is examined through one particular lens, its relations with Israel, by Uzi Rabi of Tel Aviv University. The first Gulf country to se up a trade office with Israel, Qatar-Israel relations have seen many ups and downs, through the al-Aqsa intifada, the war in Lebanon, and other challenges, but person-toperson contacts have continued.
Our book review article this time is by Mona Yacoubian of the US Institute for Peace, dealing with two books (by Juan Cole and Emile Nakhleh, authors with quite different backgrounds and current employment) on US efforts to engage the Muslim world.
One further note: The Middle East Institute's revamped website is online at http:// www.mei.edu, and from there you can link to my blog, the MEI Editor's Blog, or reach it directly at http://mideasti.blogspot.com.
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